Nita Marie Lemke
June 15, 1952 - January 29, 2022

Nita Marie Lemke passed away on January 29, 2022, at her home in Albany, Oregon, of
complications of vascular dementia. She was 69 years old. Nita was born in Pasco,
Washington to Iona (Dimond) and George McIntyre on June 15, 1952. She spent her early
years in Kennewick, Washington with her sister and two brothers. In later childhood, her
family moved to Milwaukie, Oregon where she attended Milwaukie High School until
midway through her senior year. During the second half of her senior year, she moved to
Klamath Falls, Oregon where she graduated from Klamath Union High School with the
class of 1970.
Following high school, she attended the Oregon Technology Institute (OTI) in Klamath
Falls, Oregon, where she met her husband of over 50 years, Michael Lemke. She used
her exceptional skills as a Keypuncher to land a job at Oregon State University punching
in the programs that were needed to run the computers that took up the entire basement
of the Kerr Administration Building. Nita embraced the creative arts including stained
glass, needlepoint, crochet, acrylic casting, pinecone wreath making, cross-stitch, sewing,
and, her greatest passion, quilting. She was an enthusiastic reader and could often be
seen checking out a head-high stack of books from the Corvallis Benton County Public
Library. She would have these all read in a week and be eager to find time to check out
more.
In 1979 Nita moved her family to Philomath and started a job at the newly built HewlettPackard plant as an administrative assistant. She spent much of her free time supporting
her children’s activities and looking for opportunities to expand their experiences at the
Corvallis Arts Center, Corvallis Parks & Recreation, the Benton Center, Corvallis High
School, as well as the Corvallis Benton County Public Library. It was in these experiences
her children learned to share her love of arts, crafts, physical movement, and literature. In
the final few years of her life, she achieved her lifelong dream of living by the ocean with
her family in Gold Beach, Oregon.
She was preceded in life by her mother, Iona, father, George, and brother Dick. Her
husband of over 50 years had just passed away in November. She is survived by her
brother Bill McIntyre and sister Sue (McIntyre) Scott, three devoted children, George
Lemke, June Lemke, and Timothy Lemke, and her five grandsons Fredryk (Pete), Robert

(Bob), Calvin, Michael, and Cillian. She left behind many, many adoring nieces, nephews,
extended family, and countless quilting friends. She will truly be missed.
On Saturday, February 26, 2021, a memorial service will be held at 1:00 pm at DeMossDurdan Funeral Home, 815 NW Buchanan Avenue, Corvallis, OR 97330. All are welcome.
Nita will be interred at Willamette National Cemetery with her husband in Portland, Oregon
at a date to be determined.
Please sign the online guestbook at www.demossdurdan.com

Events
FEB
26

Memorial Service

01:00PM

DeMoss-Durdan Funeral Home and Crematory
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Comments

“

Debbie Jensen lit a candle in memory of Nita Marie Lemke

Debbie Jensen - April 02 at 09:48 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Cathleen Lemke-Wallace - February 24 at 03:36 AM

“

“

Milwaukie High School 1968
Cathleen Lemke-Wallace - February 24 at 03:36 AM

Lou Shafer lit a candle in memory of Nita Marie Lemke

Lou Shafer - February 23 at 08:15 PM

“

Nita was such a wonderful lady, a great friend, my quilting buddy. Always cheerful.
She could solve any sewing challenge and shared her knowledge happily. I
remember how much fun we had going to the quilt expo in Portland together. She
was so much fun to be with and I miss her so much.

Cyndi Wahrmund - February 05 at 01:19 PM

