
William "Bill" Ernest
Shumway
February 13, 1942 - May 6, 2024

William ‘Bill’ Ernest Shumway (82) of the Mennonite Village, Albany, Oregon,
passed away on May 6, 2024 surrounded by family. 

Most people who know Bill will know him as one of the most loving and kind
people they have had the pleasure of meeting. Throughout his life he was a
prolific, inspirational and beautiful painter and a prominent member of the arts
community wherever he lived. Having known he wanted to paint from the age
of eight, he spent his life inspiring others and pursuing life as an artist. 

Bill was born on February 13, 1942, in Amherst, Massachusetts, the youngest
son of Bernice and David King Shumway. From an early age, he was inspired
by barbershop quartet and harmonies that he sang with his family, likening
them to the ‘harmonics’ of painting. He was adept at improvisation in both art
forms and could play music by ear on many instruments (banjo and flute were
favorites) and would say that he achieved a “letting go of self-awareness”
through that music that inspired much of his artwork. 

He decided art would be his vocation in life and received his MFA in painting
from the University of Massachusetts in 1968. This is also where he began to
pursue abstract expressionism (having been inspired by artists such as
Willem de Kooning and Vincent van Gogh) enjoying the interplay of color,
texture and light that he achieved. After his studies, he went on to work in



galleries/frame studios in Northampton and Martha’s Vineyard, as well as
become owner of his own frame shop in Amherst, Massachusetts and owner
of Pegasus Gallery in Corvallis, Oregon (which he ran for 35 years). 

 

After moving to the Pacific Northwest, he discovered he enjoyed landscape
painting and began to use interference pigments to emphasize tonality and
light. He showed his artwork in many local and regional galleries and was
awarded best in show awards many times. His work during this time
encompassed not just paintings, but also portraits, animal paintings (his
totems of wolves and crows often featured), book covers and representational
drawings. 

In the Corvallis area, where he lived for many years, he was well known for
his community involvement. He hosted numerous workshops and artist
collaborations with artists and friends, work that included; the many, many art
shows that he hosted at Pegasus Gallery, getting local businesses to host art
shows for new artists, more than ten years of fund raising with the Chocolate
Fantasy, being co-chair of art procurement for the Arts Center, the
establishment of Vistas and Vineyards, participation in en plein air painters
“Artists in the Sky” (1994-1996) and several permanent installments (including
River Song at the Corvallis library, Resonance at the Linus Pauling Building at
OSU and Resonance Jr. at the Linus Pauling Middle School). 

Bill was an inspiration throughout his life in the way he interacted with other
people. Many was the time he would leave a restaurant and hand a drawing
he had done on a napkin to someone who had happened to be sitting nearby,
surprising and engaging them in conversation at the same time. He loved to
tell stories and relate experiences. One of his particular gifts, was his ability to
treat everyone the same and put people at ease. He had a contagious
curiosity about all aspects of life, especially that which involved nature, music,
art and creativity. He spent a lifetime inspiring others to pursue art in whatever



way he could. 

He will be incredibly missed by his large family that includes: his older
brother’s children Jennifer and Leslie, his brother Earle and his sister-in-law
Jeanne and their children Kary, Andy and Lani, his five children and their
partners; Robyn and Michael Neupauer, Paige and Michael McReynolds, April
and Henrik Warburton, Corey and Tawnya Shumway and Crystal and Joseph
Neal and his many grandchildren and their partners; Nicholas and Krystle Hill,
Cymrych and Kat Hill, Benjamin and Josh McReynolds, Oliver and Maya
Warburton, Kayla, Alec and Adam Shumway and Wes and Trevor Neal and
many, many good friends. 

He is pre-deceased by others who loved him including: his older brother David
and his sister-in-law Nancy, his first wife and good friend Mary Shumway and
his soul mate and second wife Susan Ambrose Shumway. 

 

A Celebration of Life will be held on May 27th at the Mennonite Village
Lakeside Center, 5353 Columbus Street SE, Albany from 3-5 pm. Please
share your thoughts and memories for the family at www.demossdurdan.com



Previous Events

Celebration of Life Service

MAY 27. 3:00 PM - 5:00 PM (PT)

Mennonite Village, Lakeside Center
5353 Columbus Street SE
Albany, OR 97322
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Karen Canan - May 21, 2024 at 01:26 PM

He was always very friendly when I came in his shop. It was nice to
meet his daughter too.

Linda Gelbrich - May 19, 2024 at 01:39 AM

I am so grateful to have 2 books of Sue and Bill's poems and I
cherish a commissioned painting Bill did for me - of a crow with it's
own writing practice. 
I am thinking of all of you in Bill's family during this incredibly sad
time. The circle of love around you all is large because so many
people loved him, enjoyed and appreciated him and his work. May
peace and generous glimmers of joy be in your lives soon, and may
you find comfort in your memories.

Roberta Sperling - May 13, 2024 at 07:06 PM

What a wonderful man! He always had a good and wise thought to
share, along with a winning smile. We will miss seeing him in town.
We have one of his paintings in our house—one inspired by those
airplane flights over various parts of Oregon. It's a beautiful
reminder of his artistry, his imagination, and his willingness to soar
over the clouds. Best wishes to you all from Roberta and Michael.
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Dana Jensen - May 11, 2024 at 07:58 PM

I am so sorry to hear of Bill’s passing. Years ago at Pegasus, he
carefully cleaned and restored several paintings my family had
inherited and advised us with some wonderful framing solutions. We
had a lovely time talking about art and the family history behind the
paintings. Although he was a business acquaintance, our
discussions remain some of my fondest memories. My sincere
condolences to his family and friends. Dana Jensen

DeMoss-Durdan Funeral Home and Crematory - May 08, 2024 at 08:07 PM
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